DHIYAB AND THE JINN

sword and tapped her with it, saying, 'Woman! tell me what
thou knowest or I will slay thee.' So she told Dhiyab of
the jinn that came down a certain wadi and of how he
speared the camels and carried them off.

On the following morning Dhiyab despatched his slave
to follow up the jinn's tracks and to bring tidings of where
the jinn lived. And the slave came to a well that had been
caused by the falling of a star and saw the jinn within it, and
the remains of the camels strewn round about the mouth
of it, and so brought back news to Dhiyab. So Dhiyab
mounted his mare and came to the well. As he approached
the jinn stood up to show his monstrous proportions, for his
body was as much out of the well as within it.

And the jinn shouted, *Oh ha! Ya Dhiyab bin Ghanim!
hast thou come to eat or to slay ?*

Dhiyab replied, CI have come both to eat and to slay/ and
drawing his sword he struck lustily at the jinn and cut him
in halves, so that one half stood within the well, and the
other lay fallen without.

Said the jinn's upper half, 'Hain* -strike a second time.

But Dhiyab replied:

'Ma thinni)                     'I strike not twice,

Wa la zinni,                   Nor go a-whoring,

Wa la aid aljins ni*        Nor am I food for your kind/

for Dhiyab knew what everybody knows, that whereas one
fell blow will kill &jinny two blows will surely bring two
jinns to life.

And Dhiyab returned to the camp to find that the gom
was just returning, but alas! knew not that three of his sons
had fallen and also Amr bin Khafaiyat> a valiant and
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